n8           GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
THE  RENEWAL  OF  CONSERVATISM
Radowitz, the Conservative thinker and friend of Frederick
William IV, once recalled a dictum of Metternich's. Metter-
nich, in conversation with him, drew a distinction between
principles and doctrines. Political principles were indispensable,
he said, for every true statesman, but doctrines were the
greatest of hindrances. We need to bear this distinction in
mind in relation to a new "realism" in order to understand the
decay of Conservatism in Germany. Many things can be done,
given a total lack of principle, under the banner of realism,
but the one thing that cannot be done is to pursue a Con-
servative policy. The repugnance to doctrine is understandable;
the dismissal of political principles, in order to rely, in the name
of realism, on violence, is itself a political principle of the first
importance, that of dynamism.
In the last years of the era of William II there was scarcely
any room left in practical politics for a German of Conservative
outlook. Such alleged Conservatism as existed under the
Weimar Republic was a caricature of true Conservatism. Such
Conservative elements as existed in the post-war years, and
there were plenty, wore themselves out in brotherhoods and
conventicles, in the true German fashion, with problems which
led them far from the political issues of the day into a maze
of esoteric ideologies and doctrines. No political leader
appeared with the energy and constructive ability to gather
and lead these elements to the defence of Conservative prin-
ciples against a pseudo-Conservative power policy. The result
was that as the crisis grew more acute some of these elements
remained in the twilight and political dogmatism of their
literary clubs, others isolated themselves from politics in
military brotherhoods, and the politically active section went
over to National Socialism, imagining it to be an intellectually